CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

IV A medical robotic system, comprising: 
\ a first medical device; 

V first input device that can be moved a first input 
distance to move said first medical device; 

a second input device that can be moved a second input 
distance to move said first medical device; and, 

a feedback device that provides an indication of a 
difference between the first and second input distances. 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said feedback device 
provides a force\ feedback. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said feedback device 
includes a visual feedback. 

4. The system ofVlaim 2, wherein said force feedback 
is applied to said firsa input device. 
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1 5V The system of claim 4, wherein said force feedback 

2 is applrfed to said second input device. 

6. The system of claim 1, y&rgrein said first input 
2 device includes a/\ handle^and said second input device 
includes fa)* handle 
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The system of claim 1, further comprising a 
communication interface that couples said first and second 
input devices to said first medical device. 



8. "Xhe system of claim 7, wherein said first medical 
device includes a robotic arm coupled to a medical 
} fc 3 instrument . 



111 



9. The system of claim 1, wherein said first input 



2 device includes a sWtch that allows said first input 

3 device to assume solev control of said first medical device, 



1A 10. The system of claim 1, furtlje^cbmprising an 

^2 arbritatBr that is coupleji^tosaid first medical device, 
fi^ said first input j3<5vice and said second input device. 
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VX'lK A medical robotic system, comprising: 
a figrst medical device; 

f irst\ input means that can be moved a first input 
distance foV moving said first medical device; 

second iVput means that can be moved a second input 
distance for moving said first medical device; and, 

feedback means for providing an indication of a 
difference betweeVi the first and second input distances. 

12. The systeA of claim 11, wherein said feedback 
means provides a forde feedback. 

13. The system of\claim 11, wherein said feedback 
means includes a visual feedback. 

14. The system of claim 12, wherein said force 



2 feedback is applied to said fiirst input means. 



15. The system of claim iV, wherein said force 



2 feedback is applied to said second input means. 
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1 • 16N. The system of claim 11, wherein said first input 

2 means includes a handle and said second input means 

3 includes a handle. 

1 17. The system of claim 11, further comprising a 

2 communication maans for remotely coupling said first and 

3 second input devrces to said first medical device. 



,1 18. The system\of claim 17, wherein said first medical 

|| device includes a robotic arm coupled to a medical 

iff 

r=3 instrument. 
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19. The system of cl^im 11, wherein said first input 
means includes a switch tha\ allows said first input means 
to assume sole control of sarVl first medical device. 



20. The system of claim 11, further 



^arbritatSr means for arbitrating 



of said first 




^3 medical device between sa>d^first Input means and sa 1' 
4 second input 



A method for controlling a first medical device, 



Mtiprising: 
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moving a first input device a first inpu^jd^fance to 
move a first medical ^evi£ §; 

moving a second input device a second input distance to 
move first medigsriT instruments and, 

genera tir^an indication of a difference between the 
first and/second input distances. 



y /\2. The method of claim 21, wherein a force is 
leedback to the second input device. 



23. TAe method of claim 22, further comprising 
transmitting Vorce feedback data from the first medical 
device to the second input device through a communication 
port . 



24. A medical rVbotic system, comprising: 



a first medical 



ace; 



a controller coupleov to said first medical device; 

a first pair of handles coupled to said controller to 
control said first medical device; and, 

a second pair of handles coupled to said controller to 
control said first medical device^ simultaneously with said 



first pair of handles. 
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1 25. \ The system of claim 24, wherein said second pair 

2 of handlea receives a force feedback as a function of 

3 movement of\said first pair of handles. 

1 26. The system of claim 25, wherein said force 

2 feedback is variable. 

1 27. The system of claim 24, wherein said first pair of 

.2 handles include a switch that allows said first pair of 
□ \ 

r§ handles to assume so\Le control of at least one medical 

in 

% device. 
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28. The system of claim 24, further comprising a 
network port to allow data to be transferred from said 
first pair of handles to saVd first medical device. 

29. A medical robotic system, comprising 
a first medical device; 

a controller coupled to saidXfirst medical device; 
first handle means for controking said first medical 



5 device; and, 
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6 second handle means for controlling said first medical 

7 device simultaneously with said first pair of handles. 

1 30. The system of claim 29, wherein said second handle 

2 means receives a force feedback as a function of movement 

3 of said first\ handle means. 



1 31. The system of claim 30, wherein said force 

2 feedback is variable. 
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32. The system of claim 29, wherein said first handle 



[i means include a switch that allows said first handle means 



j| to assume sole control of at least one medical device. 



33. The system cbf claim 29, further comprising a 

j§ network port to allow\data to be transferred from said 

3 first handle means to ^aid first, second and third medical 

4 devices . 

1 34. A method for controlling a plurality of medical 

2 devices, comprising: 

3 moving a first handle] 
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4 moving a first medical device in response to movement 

5 of said fr^st handle; and, 

6 moving a\second handle simultaneously with said first 

7 handle to move >said first medical device. 

1 35. The method of claim 34, wherein the first handle 

2 assumes sole controlXof the first medical device. 
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